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To Adore, Imitate and Serve.

Mark 10:45

For even the Son of Man 
came not to be served but 
to serve, and to give his 
life as a ransom for many.
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HEBREW:
Why Learn It?

Perhaps you think that Hebrew is an 
esoteric extra, a kind of frill that can 
be optionally added to decorate solid 
ministry training. Perhaps you think it 
is too difficult. The Reformer Martin 
Luther, former slave trader John 
Newton, and George Mueller who is 
famous for developing orphanages in 
nineteenth century Britain all testify to 
the value of the languages for their 
ministry:

If the languages had not made me 
positive as to the true meaning of the 
word, I might have still remained a 
chained monk, engaged in quietly 
preaching Romish errors in the 
obscurity of a cloister. (Luther)

And let us be sure of this we 
will not long preserve the 
gospel without the languages. 
The languages are the sheath in 
which the sword of the Spirit is 
contained; they are the casket in 
which this jewel is enshrined; 
they are the vessel in which this 
wine is held; they are the larder 
in which this food is stored... 
(Luther)

You must not think that I have 
attained, or ever aimed at, a 
critical skill in any of these:... In 
the Hebrew, I can read the 
Historical Books and Psalms 
with tolerable ease; but, in the... 

What You Were Missing Last BBQ..... (Can’t find yourself? See page 10 for larger pics)

..... (continued on next page)

Ridley Log Editor: Stephen Tan
Feel free to contact me on stephentanws@gmail.com if you have any queries or ideas
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(Cont’d) Hebrew: Why Learn It?

...prophetical and difficult parts, I am 
frequently obliged to have recourse to 
lexicons, etc. However, I know so 
much as to be able, with such helps as 
are at hand, to judge for myself the 
meaning of any passage I have 
occasion to consult.’ (John Newton)

I now studied much, about 12 hours a 
day, chiefly Hebrew ... and committed 
portions of the Hebrew Old Testament 
to memory; and I did this with prayer, 
often falling upon my knees... (George 
Mueller)

It is an urban myth around Ridley that 
Hebrew is easier to learn than Greek 
(ask Hebrew students from other 
colleges). Because Ridley students 
complete significant pre-course 
preparation, they usually enjoy 
studying Hebrew. The main challenge 
is learning to read. If you are thinking 
of studying Hebrew next year, take 
advantage of free half hour sessions 
during 2016 where you can meet the 
Hebrew alphabet and begin to 
recognise some letters. Before coming 
to the intensive, you need to recognise 
the 22 consonants and be able to write 
them.

Students also use short videos in 
advance preparation. These are 
cartoon style narratives which enable 
you to hear and recognise Hebrew 
words and to understand some basic 
sentences. Students watch these 
videos over and over before the 
intensive so that they become familiar 
with the sound of Hebrew and some 
vocabulary. You can watch a free 
preview of the first lesson at:
http://www.biblicallanguagecen-
ter.com/hebrew-first-lesson/

comments from this year’s 
Intensive:

After day one and you learn what all the 
lines, dots and squiggles mean... it's far 
less scary than you may fear! It's 
brilliant! Different but helpful learning 
method. 

I've been reading the Greek NT for 
years but never learned the Hebrew 
alphabet which is silly - but now I can 
recite the Hebrew one readily.

If you want to read the OT in full colour 
and high definition, study Hebrew! Put 
yourself in the best position to unlock 
two-thirds of your Bible.

Fun awesome subject. A bit tough but 
completely useful for biblical studies.

Harder at the beginning than expected. 
Great value to be able to read the OT in 
the original language & understand the 
nuances in certain words.

Advice: do not give up. Even if it seems 
complicated, soon it all will become 
clear.

I look forward to meeting students 
interested in studying Hebrew next year.

- Jill Firth

Hebrew requires persever-
ance, just as former 
Hebrew student Jamie 
Murray reminds us, a 
black belt in Martial Arts 
may take you a decade to 
achieve. Here are some 
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The Ridley Parking Guide

Golf Club Parking Lot - This is the go-to option for most people. A well of 2P parking that never 
runs dry! Once upon a time, Ridley students had no issues parking because this used to be 5P! 
Unfortunately the council got greedy so you'll have to repark your car every 2 hours. HINT: You 
can repark your car in a different spot within the same parking lot and still not get a ticket.
Old Poplar Road - During my drive to Ridley in the morning I sometimes pray that God would 
conform me to the image of Christ. Sad to say I probably pray for 5P parking along Old Poplar 
Road more often! This is your best shot at getting 5P parking. Get in early cause they get snapped 
up quick.
Ievers St 5P - There are an EXTREMELY limited amount of 5P parking on Ievers St. Try your 
luck!
Ievers St 2P - You may want to get a 2P park here. Its a marginally shorter walk to Ridley than Golf 
Club Parking Lot.
All-Day Parking in front of Ridley - This is the holy grail of parking. There's probably only 5-6 
spots. I myself have never gotten one. Probably cause some people out there get in at 630am to 
ensure they grab one.
Zoo Parking - This is a great backup option. If you really need 5P parking and can't get a spot, the 
zoo will always have a spot for you as long as you're willing to cough up a very reasonable $2.

March 2016

Helpful Hints
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BOOK REVIEW: Job (Two Horizons 
Old Testament Commentary) by 

Lindsay Wilson
I always find it exciting when Ridley faculty 
release a major commentary and so last year I 
got myself a copy of Lindsay Wilson’s 
commentary on Job in the Two Horizons Old 
Testament Commentary series. I had never read 
anything in the Two Horizons series which 
differentiates itself by aiming to do “theological 
exegesis and theological reflection” so I was not 
sure what to expect. I decided to read Job 
during my daily devotions along with Lindsay’s 
commentary. 

Structure

The book has four main sections: 
(1) an introduction (pp. 1-27), 
(2) the commentary proper (pp. 28-210), 
(3) the book’s theological themes (pp. 211-290) 
and 
(4) Job’s contribution to biblical, systematic, 
moral and practical theology (pp. 291-382). 

Introduction and Commentary

Lindsay’s introduction is relatively concise but 
deals with many introductory issues astutely 
within 26 pages. The introduction deals with 
introductory issues in a series of questions such 
as “Why is the book so long and repetitive?” 
Lindsay has made one of the more technical 
parts of the commentary accessible to the lay 
reader. Lindsay presents a fresh approach to the 
purpose of Job arguing that it was written to 
correct a misunderstanding of Proverbs.

The commentary itself is short (182 pages) 
when compared to other commentaries 
(Tremper Longman’s has 387 pages) although 
this is a feature of the commentary series which 
engages in theological exegesis at the paragraph 
level. That being said, there is detailed exegesis 
of individual verses throughout as Lindsay 

locates his exegesis in the context of paragraphs. The 
commentary proper is similarly accessible while still 
engaging recent scholarship. Lindsay’s commentary is 
definitely an appealing option for busy pastors and 
bible college students. However those wanting to delve 
into the more technical details of the text may need to 
supplement this commentary with one that offers 
greater detail such as Longman (BCOTWP – Baker) or 
Hartley (NICOT - Eerdmans). 

Theological Themes & Job and Theology

The last two sections are where Lindsay really shines 
and this commentary stands out as a unique resource in 
Joban studies. Lindsay’s theological reflection is rich 
and satisfying as well as pastorally sensitive. The 
topics of suffering as well as retribution and justice are 
done very well. A unique contribution that Lindsay 
makes here is Job’s laments as an example for Christi- 

4



an worship. He argues that Job’s questioning of God is not to be seen as negative but “faith in honest 
doubt”. Lindsay reflects on interesting ethical issues such as suicide and the environment. Regarding 
biblical theology, Lindsay is careful not to jump to Christ too quickly, rejecting many popular pathways 
to Christ from Job. Instead he argues that the central theme of the book is God’s active kingly rule which 
“finds its biblical climax in Jesus as the embodiment and implementer of God’s rule over his world” (p. 
320).

Conclusion

There are not too many commentaries which focus on the theological themes of a book much less do 
them well. This is especially useful for wisdom literature such as Job. When the modest price tag of the 
book is taken into account, it is safe to say that this is probably the best value for money commentary on 
Job out there. Please note that you can purchase this book and other books written by our faculty from 
the registrar’s office, often at a special price. - Stephen Tan

March 2016

The academic year has begun at Ridley, and so 
too has the annual chin-scratching on a number 
of key questions. What’s the best way to travel 
to college? What’s the best cafe in Parkville? 
Will I subscribe to Logos? And, perhaps top of 
the pile, what shall I wear to class? Help is at 
hand, in the form of the Ridley Student 
Committee’s 2016 Student Dress Code. “What 
you wear to college says a lot about who you 
are, in fact, a lot about who we are as a college”, 
says Committee Member for Fashion, Ricky 
Tan. “We want to be in the world, not of it, but 
we don’t need to go all ‘John the Baptist’, 
camel-hair coats and all that. We’re in 
Melbourne, let’s keep our dress code 
Melbourne. 

This year we’re aiming for a sort of ‘Fitzroy 
Lite’ look”. Tan continued, “We’ve taken our 
cues from there, but it’s all about a balance, we 
still have to go back out to suburbia at the end of 
the week and not look out of place”. Most things 

will not surprise the style-minded Melbournian. 
Skinny is still in: topping the code are jeans for guys 
and girls, flannel shirts, top-button done. Anything 
‘op shop’ will make the grade. “You can’t go wrong 
with Granddad’s shirt or Grandma’s dress,” advises 
Tan, himself a big fan of Granddad’s tweed jackets. 

Layering is a must. The stylish student will layer 
colours and textures, something long-term faculty 
member and friend of fashion, Rev. Dr. Rhys 
Bezzant has down to a fine-art. “Rhys is an 
inspiration as a lecturer, but you have to be 
impressed with his sense of style,” reflects Tan. 
Ridley hoodies do make the list, but they are not to 
be worn daily. “Variety is key. If you wear the 
hoody everyday, we’ll start to think you’re sleeping 
in it, no one will want to sit next to you in class. So 
wear it sparingly,” recommends Tan. Despite the 
many cyclists at Ridley, lycra is not permitted in 
class for obvious reasons. For the complete Student 
Dress Code, and for questions on how to make your 
wardrobe work, see Ricky Tan.

The DB Report: 
2016 Student Dress Code Released

- Justin Fralaf
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STUDENT PROFILES 

Name: Ricky Njoto
Course: MDiv
Church: Indonesian Christian Church of Scot's 
Presbyterian Church
Ministry Goal: To be a New Testament lecturer

1. Hi Ricky. Tell us a bit about yourself and why you 
chose to study at Ridley.

Hello. I’m an Indonesian of Chinese-Javanese-Ger-
man descent, but I can’t speak Mandarin or German, 
and Bahasa Indonesia is only a second language for 
me. I was born in a Christian family but became an 
agnostic when I was 17 or 18 in the US, found 
Christ (or rather Christ found me) a couple of years 
after that and have kept the faith until now. I was 
raised Presbyterian but now find that I disagree 
theologically on a couple of points.
I decided to study theology at Ridley in 2013.  My 
youth pastor at the time was also a part-time lecturer 
in New Testament and he recommended Ridley 
because of three things; it’s Reformed, known for 
both academic and spiritual nourishment, and 
because it has Mike Bird and Brian Rosner, two 
names in NT scholarship that my pastor was familiar 
with.

2. I hear from multiple reliable sources that several 
faculty have confused other students of Asian 
descent for you even though they look nothing like 
you. What is it about you that causes faculty 
members to see your face in every Asian male?

I HAVE NO IDEA… Maybe I’m like the archetype 
for all Asians and all Asians should be conformed to 
my image (okay, that’s probably blasphemy, I’m 
sorry). I really don’t know, dude. It’s funny, the 
‘victims’ are okay with it, so I see no problems 
whatsoever.

3. Ricky, your ministry goal is to be a NT scholar to 
serve the church in your home country of Indonesia. 
Tell us how God led you to this goal.

Yes, my goal is to be an NT scholar with an interest 
in Johannine studies. And yes, my main target is my 

home country, but I’ll let God lead me 
wherever he wants me to go. 
I was always interested in philosophy and 
doctrines, until last year when I did NT501 
and did my essay on the Gospel of John. I 
found a web of beauties inside the study of NT 
literature. I started looking deeper into it, fell 
in love, and I now can’t take my eyes off NT!
I’d like to minister in Indonesia because the 
education in Indonesia is bad. What’s worse is 
the attitude of Indonesian people towards 
education: they don’t see the need! That was 
why I became a teacher before studying at 
Ridley. I see that this problem is also 
somewhat present in the world of theology. I’d 
like to at least be a part of the solution.

4. You're planning to do a research project at 
Ridley. Tell us your research interests and how 
they help you reach your goal.

I’m planning to do a research on the book of 
Revelation. I’m still considering several 
research opics, but it will likely be on one of 
these three; (1) a theological aspect of the 
book of Revelation, (2) its relationship with 
other books such as Isaiah, Daniel, or even 
John’s Gospel, or (3) its comparison with 
Ancient Greek mythologies.

I’m also considering how to make my research 

Legit question: Which one is Ricky?
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topic relevant to Indonesian (or, more broadly, Asian) 
audience. I remember Anthea suggesting an analysis of the 
word μαρτυρεω in the book of Revelation to see if there’s 
a relevance to the situation of Christian people as martyrs 
in persecuted places. I’ll continue to think and pray about 
this.

5. Ricky, apparently you're a big fan of biblical theology 
but not systematic theology. Care to tell us why?

Haha! As I have said under question 3, I was a big fan of 
systematics. However, as I began to dwell inside the lush 
garden of Biblical studies, I started to see a great multitude 
of beautiful things that I hadn’t been aware of before. I 
never said I disliked systematic theology. Systematic 
theology is great! It helps us to systematically extract 
Biblical teachings from the Bible, systematically store 
them in folders with different categories, and systematical-
ly take them out and discuss them. 

However, I do have a problem with people digging too 
deep into systematics while barely knowing Biblical 
studies. For instance, they talk about justification by faith 
but forget to first talk about why and how Paul’s and 
James’ theology of faith can be different. They talk about 

theosis from 2 Pet 1:4, but don’t bother to 
analyze what “participate” or “nature” 
mean in Peter’s theology. 

In my opinion, students should acquaint 
themselves with Biblical theology first, 
and then Systematic theology can be done 
more responsibly.

6. Finally Ricky, I know from firsthand 
experience that you are a very aggressive 
ping pong player. How do you like your 
chances of being this year's ping pong 
champion?

Yes, please! But who am I kidding? A lot 
of people at Ridley are better than me at 
ping pong. On a more important note, it 
would be great to have a ping pong 
tournament in Semester 1 and a basketball 
tournament in Semester 2.

<<<
Ricky on the BBQ.
That dude on the background is not Ricky.

- Editor in Chief
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Ridley Alumni

5 Priorities in Ministry

When working full-time in a church context, 
one is constantly flooded with opinions, options, 
principles, ministry ideas, problems, issues, 
challenges and a steady flow of areas one often 
wishes to dig a whole lot deeper into – whether 
it be a particular doctrine, ethical quandary or 
the mindset of the current crop of teenagers 
(there are also plenty one does not wish to 
become an expert in!).  So the question arises, 
what should one prioritize? What would be my 
top 5 priorities in ministry, if one were to single 
out so few. It would be remiss of me to not first 
confess that I am no expert by any measure.  
While I did study at the wonderful and benefi-
cial Ridley College, I am not yet long out of my 
training pants – having finished in 2011.  
Furthermore, having initially started out 
pursuing a career in engineering, with a love for 
process and strategy and technique, I was and 
still am somewhat of a novice in the realm of 
deep theological thought and ministry practice.  
So take these thoughts with an understanding of 
the experience and background that I bring to 
the table.

1. God
The first priority is obvious and probably 
somewhat boring in a sense, yet it is so 
fundamental and important that nothing else 
matters if this isn’t prioritized.  It is our personal 
relationship with our Saviour and Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Trusting Jesus as our Saviour. Submit-
ting to him as our Lord.  Growing our love for 
him through prayer and reading his Word.  
Growing our love for the things he loves.  Paul’s 
first letter to Timothy outlines the qualifications 
of a minister and most of these are character 
related.  These can only be established and 
nurtured if one is spending time with our Father.  
This feeds our souls from which we teach, 

by Mike Veith

minister, care, listen, rebuke, train and make wise 
decisions about how we use our time.  Lock in 
time each day and make it a non-negotiable.

2. Family
Secondly, we need to prioritize our families, 
whether we are married or not.  Again in 1 
Timothy 3, Paul highlights the importance of 
faithfulness in marriage and being able to manage 
the family well in a respectful manner.  How one 
lives with those closest to them is vitally import-
ant.  If we can’t love and lead and serve and deal 
in a godly way with those we live with, our 
ministry to others is inherently undermined. We 
need to be spending quality and quantity time with 
those we live with.  Lock in time with your family 
each week and make it a non-negotiable.

3. People
Previously I took this principle for granted – to 
prioritize people over programs or processes or 
buildings – but I see it being increasingly tested 
the longer I serve.  Maybe it is due to where we are 
at as a church; however the number of administra-
tion tasks, renovation possibilities and program 
development opportunities continues to rise and 
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threaten to overtake my role.  The lure is that 
these things have very clear measurable results 
and outcomes. When I spend hours and hours 
mentoring a young bloke, sometimes I don’t see 
any difference and I’m tempted to put it off.  
However, that is the heart of ministry, investing 
in people’s lives for the long-term.  Lock in time 
spent with people, for their benefit, for their 
growth and maturity.

4. Leadership
A danger in ministry is to just float along, 
maintaining the status quo.  Yet our churches 
need godly servant leadership that take people 
to a destination; leaders that empower and equip 
and bring people with them.  This generation 
need to get involved in leadership or they will 
become mere consumers of what a church 
dispenses.

5. Authenticity
This last priority is slightly different.  It is more 
about style, content and how we present ourselves.  
We need to be authentic disciples of Jesus.  
Coupled with this principle is the need to raise up 
the next generation of gospel ministers. I group 
these two priorities together because it could be 
argued that the next generation are hyper-sensitive 
to authenticity.  They can smell a fake a mile away.  
Therefore, if we want to reach them with the 
gospel, if we want to inspire them to live their lives 
for Jesus, and encourage those suited into full-time 
ministry as well, we need to prioritize authenticity; 
to show others what it is to be a real disciple, warts 
and all. 

Mike Veith is a Ridley Graduate who graduated in 
2011. He now serves as associate pastor at 
Mentone Baptist Church. He loves his wife Camille 
and baby girl Georgia. He also loves all things 
sport and living in his native Melbourne.
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What You Might Have Been 
Missing in the Last 2 Weeks....
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Don’t wanna miss out more? Join the next Community Time!!



Make Time for Community Time!
THURSDAYS // 145pm-235pm // Dining Hall

7 April  - Coffee and Pancakes
14 April - Life in the Jungle: Reaching the 
Modern Workplace with Andrew Laird

GENERAL NOTICE!

Big Boss                 - Adam Ch’ng
Lil’ Boss           - Linda Pollard
Money Man          - Michael Phillips
Notetaker          - Bryan Bock
Lounge Organizer         - Sarah Wallace
Hoodies and T-Shirt        - Matt Vinicombe
Design Dude         - Ricky Njoto
The Log Editor in Chief - Stephen Tan
Chapel Co-or          - AB Shinasi
Music Co-or         - David Chiswell
1st Year Rep         - Maddy Solomon

Who’s on the RSC?

March 2016
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Please welcome
Louisa Pfitzner

as Ridley Ministry Mentor!

First year students will have her and Scott 
as LMG leaders in the first semester.

Student MentorCommunity Time

Harnessing Religion 
Power for Peace

Part of the Anglican 
Archbishop of Melbourne's 

"Conversations with the 
Archbishop" series. 

Wednesday 16 March 
7.30 am to 8.45am. 

Deakin Edge - Federation 
Square



March 2016

Welcome to Ridley College 2016!

Here’s a question to consider: by the end of my 
time at Ridley, how would I like to have been 
formed?  In short, how will I judge “mission 
accomplished”?

Maybe it’s all about your theological forma-
tion.  Your mission is to increase in your 
knowledge of God, strengthen your grasp of 
Reformed theology, sharpen your critique (or 
support) of the New Perspective, or clarify your 
articulation of inter-Trinitarian relationships.  
After all, this is a theological college – an 
education institution established to pass on 
knowledge.  Surely, theological knowledge 
accrual is the right measure of success.  Any 
other benefits might be welcome but are by no 
means expected, let alone pursued.

On one level, I totally get it.  The best place to 
be theologically formed is, well, right here at a 
theological college!  And not just any theologi-
cal college, but one that is thoroughly 
Reformed, Evangelical and Anglican.  There 
really is nowhere better to be.

My gentle encouragement however is for us to 
have higher aspirations for our time at Ridley. 

As a college, our mission is to ‘equip men and 
women for God’s mission in a rapidly changing 
and increasingly complex world’.  Our mission 
is to equip.  The task of equipping involves 
theological formation but it also demands our 
personal and ministry formation.  If we are to 
be properly equipped to take the gospel of 
Jesus Christ to the end of the world, we need to 
be shaped holistically.

We need to be trained in ministry so that we’re 
competent in our preaching, sensitive in our pastoral 
care, and strategic in our decisions.  We need to be 
shaped spiritually so that we’re humble, loving and 
Christlike in every way.  We need to be gospel 
workers who don’t just know much but love much.  
We need to be men and women instructed in the 
knowledge of God, conformed into the image of God, 
and equipped in the service of God.

So join us at morning tea and community lunch.  
Come along to Community Time.  Pray with us under 
the tree.  Serve on a chapel team.  Shout someone a 
coffee at Primary.  Hang back after lectures and kick 
around the grand truths of God with each other.  
Holistic formation takes place in community, never in 
isolation.

Let’s enter this year with this commitment: our study 
of God will not be an end in itself but the means to 
adore, imitate and serve him.

President’s 
Welcome

>>>
Adam trying

to be John Calvin

- Adam Ch’ng
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